








English by Alfred Riggs at Santee Agency, Nebraska. Williamson edited /api oaye until 
1888. In January, 1888, Alfred L. Riggs and the Santee Normal School Press took over 
publication of both periodicals at the Santee Agency. 

During the 1890s, Indian editors were given charge of sections of the publications. James 
Garvie and Charles A. Eastman edited the Dakota local news portion from 1895 until the 
tum of the century. Garvie, a Santee Sioux, attended the Santee school and went on to 
Carlisle Indian School, graduating in 1915. Eastman, a Santee as well, was born at 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota in 1858. He attended the Santee school and later was sent to 
Beloit College in Wisconsin and Knox College in Illinois. Later, he studied at Dartmouth 
and at Boston University where he earned an M.D. in 1890. For the next three years, he 
was the physician at Pine Ridge. Arthur T. Tibbetts replaced Eastman in January, 1899. 
Tibbetts, also Santee, graduated from the Santee school in 1894. He then attended 
YMCA College in Springfield, Massachusetts, graduating in 1898. He was involved in 
YMCA work and was pastor of the Big Lake, South Dakota, church. Tibbetts remained 
on the publication staff until 1907, when he was replaced by Stephen Jones, who edited 
the local news until 1912. 

Content from the 1890s until World War I continued to include a strong religious and 
educational flavor. Scriptures were translated into Dakota and printed regularly along 
with popular hymns such as "Rock of Ages" and "I Hear Thy Welcome Voice." News 
from churches and missions was published, such as proceedings from congregational 
meetings, financial statements, and membership lists. "Mission News," a regular feature 
for a time, included news notes from Santee, Oahe, Fort Yates, and Fort Berthold. 
Missionaries and teachers from outlying missions and schools provided correspondence 
for the columns. 

Other material in lapi oaye in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries included 
typical reservation publications fare: unsigned letters from students about their schools, 
reports on Indian affairs such as local government on area reservations, and letters from 
prominent figures like Bishop Hare. 

The Reverend Edwin James Lindsey began editing the Bible translation sections in /api 
oaye in 1915. Born September 18, 1858, in the Cumberland Valley, Pennsylvania, he 
attended Dickinson College and Western Theological Seminary in Pittsburgh and 
graduated from Union Theological Seminary in New York. He worked as a Presbyterian 
missionary among the Sioux in Montana before moving to Pine Ridge in 1912. In 1918, 
he moved to Santee. Lindsey died in 1920 and was replaced by the Reverend A.F. 
Johnson. 

In 1916, Alfred L. Riggs died and was succeeded as editor and publisher by his son, 
Frederick B. Riggs. Riggs was born in Illinois in 1864. During high school, he lived 
with his grandfather at Beloit, Wisconsin. Later, he attended Yankton College and 
Chicago Theological Seminary before moving to the Santee school as assistant principal. 
Riggs edited /api oaye, while he and Olive W. Riggs edited The Word Carrier. Under 
Frederick Riggs, publication continued without major changes. 



During the 1920s, Iapi oaye contained the same kinds of material as it had in earlier 
years. School news, pupil lists, and curriculum offerings were presented as was social 
news such as YMCA activities. Articles and cartoons urging sobriety and steady 
industriousness appeared with regularity, and the Dakota translations of the Bible 
continued. On February 28, 1922, Perkins Hall, home of the printing department at the 
Santee school burned and left Iapi oaye and The Word Carrier as well as Anpao without 
a press. Two presses, one paper cutter, and all furniture were lost. For a while, Japi oaye 
was printed at Springfield, South Dakota, by the Springfield Times, carrying 
advertisements for an eight-by-twleve job press, a thirty-inch paper cutter, a galley press, 
a bindery press, a lead cutter, and a mitering machine. By autumn, 1922, the required 
equipment was set up, and publication resumed at Santee. 

By the 1930s, the publication had become much more oriented toward school affairs, 
serving more as a school publication and less as a community one. National and regional 
Indian affairs were still given close attention, however, both in the news and editorial 
columns and among the letters to the editor. John Collier's policies and proposals, 
naturally, were the object of much attention during this time. In October, 1933, the 
Reverend Rudolf Hertz replaced Frederick Riggs as editor of Japi oaye. Hertz continued 
until October, 1936, when Millard M. Fowler became editor, assisted by Elmer E. 
Erickson. With the October 15 1936 issue, Japi oaye became a four-page weekly 
published in both languages. James Garvie was ~ feature writer; and Robert Brown was 
interpreter. In July 1937, it once again became a four-page monthly published entirely in 
Dakota. Robert Brown and F. Philip Frazier replaced Fowler as editor in September, 
193 7, but the latter remained on the masthead as publisher. The publication's last editor 
was Rudolf Hertz, who returned in October, 1938, and was assisted by Brown. 

Japi oaye ceased publication in March, 1939, after having run longer than any of 
America's native-language periodicals. Its longevity allows a sense of the continuum of 
missionary efforts to Christianize and educate the Sioux, and the languages and content 
demonstrate clearly the dual role of this and most other missionary and school 
publications. 


